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Chairman’s note 

Greetings to all! 

 

As reported in the first edition of this newsletter that 

one publication will be released every three months to 

keep stakeholders and members up to date with egg 

industry matters, please find the second edition of the 

newsletter. In this edition the following topical issues 

will receive attention: 

  International work through the International  

      Egg Commission (IEC), which covers the work  

      we do with the IEC’s Global Egg Nutrition  

                                                                  Group and the Young Egg Leaders Program; 

 Strategic interventions in the form of the Egg Sector Master-plan; 

 Layer hen welfare matters, providing progress updates on the work we do on the domestic 

chicken welfare standards and the global OIE layer hen housing standards 

 Regulatory matters as they affect the egg industry, primarily focusing on our efforts to resolve 

bottlenecks and challenges relating to quality control inspections of table eggs; 

 Transformation interventions; and 

 Developments on our media-based generic egg marketing program 

 

Egg businesses are encouraged to read the newsletter in order to keep informed of developments 

in the industry. 

Please enjoy the updates! 

 

Willie Bosoga 

Chairman: Egg Organization 
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Matters from the 

International Egg 

Commission (IEC) 

Global Egg Nutrition Expert Group 

 

The International Egg Nutrition Centre (IENC) of the IEC recently announced the launch of the 

Global Egg Nutrition Expert Group to support the egg industry in developing, collating and optimising 

research on the nutritional value of the egg. The objective is to ensure that the work of the group is 

of value to IEC members and the wider egg industry and are therefore looking to identify the global 

nutritional priorities, so that the centre can focus on delivering outputs, which reflect the needs of 

the industry. The IENC has, during the month of June 2020, asked key country representatives to 

fill out a short three-question survey, to help prioritise which nutritional areas will have the largest 

impact. The survey was completed on behalf of South Africa by our egg nutritionist consultant 

Monique Piderit and industry participants will be 

updated and informed of the priorities as soon as they 

are completed by the IENC.   

 

Young Egg Leaders (YEL) Programme 

 

Members of the Egg Organization were invited and 

requested to nominate their sons and daughters who 

are already active in the egg business and to apply 

by completing the application form which was 

circulated along with the prospectus to all members. The Egg Organization GM has received two 

nominations and applications which have been referred to the Egg Board for consideration. The 

applicants will then be formally informed of the status of their nominations. 
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Layer hen welfare matters 

SABS chicken welfare standard – SANS 1758:201X 

 

The standards writer at the SABS has been in contact with the Egg Organization as they prepare 

the standard for publication to invite public comments. To this effect they requested a copy of the 

association’s Code of Practice in order to allow them to finalize the standard for publication. 

Subsequent to this, the standard was submitted internally to the Editors within the SABS who 

raised concerns regarding reference being made to SAPA’s Code of Practice. The standard writer 

and the Editors are currently collaborating to address the concern as they prepare the document 

for publication. As soon as the standard is published, members will be informed so that you can 

submit comments and inputs.  

 

OIE chapter on animal welfare and layer hen 

housing 

 

After cancellation of the OIE General Session 

scheduled for the 24-28th May 2020 due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, the OIE opened a further 

window for comments which closed on the 30th 

June 2020. The Egg Organization once again 

submitted its comments, working along with the International Egg Commission. Our comments were 

submitted by the end of May 2020 to the Chief Veterinary Officer who also acknowledged receipt of 

the submission.   
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Transformation  

Future skills development programs for 2020-21 

The skills development programs have been identified for roll out during 2020-21, ill also adopt an 

e-learning approach and currently online learning platforms and materials are being developed for 

the three identified short learning programs: 

 Poultry business skills,     

 Commercial layer rearing, and 

 Egg pack-house food safety. 

These will then be supplemented by practical in-contact sessions as soon as the Covid-19 

pandemic subsides. The association is currently completing a comprehensive skills development 

plan for the entire industry. 

NEW APPOINTMENT 

Capacity & business support  

As reported in the previous edition of the newsletter that 

the association has accepted an offer of 

secondment/reassignment of an official from the NAMC to 

assist in the transformation portfolio, we can now 

announce that Ms Fezeka Matebeni, an agricultural 

economist has finally been seconded to the association 

with effect from 01 June 2020. She was welcomed officially 

during the Transformation Committee sitting of the 20th July 

2020. Her formal contact address is 

transformation@sapoultry.co.za.  

 

 

mailto:transformation@sapoultry.co.za
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In addition to the above, the consultant who was engaged to develop a financial model has 

completed his work which was also tabled to the Transformation Committee sitting of the 20th July. 

The key objectives of the model are as follows: 

 evaluate feasibility of business plans; 

 Calculate the debt service capacity of a business;  

 Estimate the annual return to the farmer; and 

 Recommend a funding structure, in terms of debt-equity split. 

The financial model will be used by the seconded transformation officer in assisting poultry 

entrepreneurs in her portfolio of work.  

The Transformation Committee has further developed a criteria and protocol that will be used and 

followed when receiving requests for assistance and the transformation officer will use this criteria 

and protocol to process requests. 

 

Regulatory 

matters 

Table Eggs inspections  

 

As reported in the previous edition that the Egg 

Organization will collaborate with the department and its 

assignee in the development of an SOP to guide inspections 

of table eggs as support to the published regulations, these negotiations have been initiated. 

These engagements are primarily also triggered by the egg industry’s dissatisfaction with a few 

issues relating to quality control inspections of table eggs, mainly around the determination of 

inspection fees by the assignee, methodology of inspections, concerns relating to biosecurity on 

egg farms, the frequency of inspections and value adding from the process. Both the assignee and 

the Egg Organization have committed themselves to the process and mutually beneficial solution  
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is likely to be reached. The Egg Board continues to engage in this process and members will be 

kept updated of progress and developments. 

 

Strategic interventions 

Egg sector master-plan 

 

The Egg Organization can announce that the analytical report of the egg sector value chain has 

been completed by the DTIC consultant after a very intensive process of consultations with the Egg 

Board. This is the first phase of the master-plan development process. The DTIC has subsequently 

requested a preliminary discussion of the analytical report on the 24th July 2020, as a prelude to  

the opening of discussions around the master-plan process to identify specific interventions for the 

industry. 

 

Marketing Excellence  

Generic egg marketing program 

 

As reported in the previous edition that the Egg Organization 

has rolled out a media-based generic egg marketing campaign 

which has also established a face-book page – EggCellent 

Food that allows the posting of various egg recipes, egg 

nutrition articles and egg-related competitions. This is 

supplemented by press releases, advertorials and digitorials in 

some of the key and popular magazines published nationally. 

During the month of June the following press releases and print 

advertorials were published: 
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 “A complete meal for anytime” distributed to health, lifestyle and food media together with 

two recipes; 

 “The magic of eggs” (SA Chef); 

 “A dozen reasons why eggs are good for you” (Brits Pos); 

 “Moenie die eier lig opvat nie” (Messenger); a recipe photoshoot was concluded;  

 Print advertorials – “Eggcellent Eggs”, and 

 Two egg recipes published in Heita My Friends magazine;  

 

On our social media page (Eggcellent Food face-book page the article “Get eggcited” together 

with recipes posted and a range of face-book insights were posted. The page, by the end of June 

had 1 214 likes (an increase of 445 from May) and 1 229 followers (an increase of 447 from May).   

 

Events Corner 

Galliova  

 

It was reported during the previous edition that all events 

that impact on the work of the Egg Organization 

scheduled for the first half of 2020 have been cancelled 

and/or postponed due to the COVID-19 global 

pandemic. However, the association has begun 

preparations for the 2020 Galliova Awards which will be 

held for the first time through a virtual platform during the second half of the year. The aim of the 

Galliova Food and Health Writers’ Awards are awarded annually to the best food and health writers 

in South Africa, whether writing for a magazine, newspaper or online. The food writer’s award 

recognises excellence in food writing, visual appeal, food styling and the overall promotion of South 

Africa’s food culture as well as the importance of supporting locally produced poultry products 

including both eggs and chicken. The health writers’ award recognises excellence in balanced and  
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evidence-based reporting on health, including nutrition related issues with an inclusion of eggs &/ 

chicken.  

 

The 2020 Galliova Awards are open to food and health writers of South African print and online 

publications. A special, stand-alone, category has also been introduced this year for invited digital 

food influencers. 

 

Avi Africa 2021 

 

It is our pleasure to announce new dates for the Avi-Africa Poultry Conference and Expo for 2021, 

which are 25th to 27th May assuming that the COVID-19 pandemic would have eased. 

 


